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A creative picture book 
based on a folk tale in Sanda
An artist, Susumu Shingu, 
has created a pop-up pic-
ture book based on a local 
legend.
He will make Sanda public 
worldwide by publishing the 
book in France, Japan and 
Italy.

Artist, Susumu Shingu, created a pop-up picture book, Sandalino – Where are you from?
The famous French publisher Gallimard published the book together with Japanese and Italian publisher. 
Shingu would like to make Sanda public with this book. (by Masazumi Horii)

Shingu, originally is from the prefecture of Osaka, graduated Tokyo University of Arts. He is 
known internationally with his unique sculptures that move by natural energies of wind and water. He is also 
known as an author of picture books such as Strawberries and Travelling Butterflies. He conceived of Sanda-
lino as a novel to talk about the charms of sanda such as rich nature and history. He started to write the story 
with the eyes of an eight-year-old girl, thinking that she can see the purity of various things in the world. 
When he explained about the rough story of the book to the editor of Gallimard, the publisher of Shingu’s six 
picture books and two pop-up books, it turned out to be the publication of the third pop-up book. 
One day a mysterious doll, Sandalino, falls in the garden with the lightning. He can talk with a bird, loves a 
tap dance and good at swimming. He was named Sandalino as he loves sandals. 

Shingu was inspired by the folk tale that a monk of Kinshoji temple in Kuwabara, Sanda saved a lightning 
kid falling into an old well and since then people say “Kuwabara” as lightning protection. The visual effect is 
emphasized in this book, and the design of the doll itself is pop and colorful. The story is introductory and 
ends with mysteries such as where Sandalino came from. Shingu says, “I would like to continue the story so 
that the mysteries will become clearer and clearer. I am thinking of completing this book.” He also would like 
to include the story of the village people who live among mountains in Sanda but manipulate the ship skill-
fully for some reason. It is based on the story that former load of Sanda, Mr. Kuki, was originally a powerful 
naval force in Edo period and was scared by the government.   

Shingu is now planning a project of ‘Atelier Earth’ with a studio and a theater in Arimafuji Park in Sanda. He 
has a dream to perform a musical thater of Sandalino with a theme song for tap dance. He has even made a 
doll by himself, hoping that ‘Atelier Earth’ will be a place to be visited by people from all over the world as the 
village of Sandalino. The Japanese edition by B.L. Publishing Co., Ltd. in Kobe is 4,070 Yen including tax.
photo: Susumu Shingu with the book of Sandalino and its doll (taken in Sanda)
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Taking Over the Dream by Leonardo Da Vinci

500 years anniversary after the death of Leonardo: To realize his own utopia
Exhibition in the old castle in France by the artist based in Sanda, Hyogo

To commemorate the 500 years since the death of Leonardo da Vinci, the great 
master of Renaissance, the exhibition, «Une utopie d’aujourd’hui - A today’s 
utopia,» by an artist, Susumu Shingu (82 years old / based in Sanda, Hyogo) is 
being held in France in the castle of Chambord related to Leonardo. It is an 
attempt to take over and forward to the next generation the ‘dream world’ that 
Leonardo explored. (Mina Mitsui / Paris branch / photos as well)

It is as if the earth is breathing - yellow sails turn leisurely in the wind against 
the white castle. When you step inside the castle, an airplane-like mobile is sus-
pended in the air to let the visiting children cheer up saying “wow!” Shingu says, 
“I wanted to wrap up the castle with soft atmosphere so that the whole thing 
will become one piece of art. I would like to make the visitors feel air and wind. 
I would like them to know that they also live here.”

Leonardo da Vinci, known as the author of Mona Lisa, showed his talent in va-
rious fields not only art but anatomy, engineering and many others. He made 
a glider to fly in the air and designed a watermill and a ship. He was invited by 
François the First to live in France leaving his home Italy. Spending his last years 
in France, it is considered that his ideas were realized in the building of Château 
de Chambord. This year is the 500th anniversary of the castle, which is registe-
red as the world heritage of UNESCO including the surroundings. 

Susumu Shingu, who graduated Tokyo University of Arts in 1960, went to study in Rome, Italy. Although he aimed to 
be a painter at the beginning, he transformed himself to be a sculptor, influenced by the works of Leonardo. Susumu 
resonated with Leonardo’s insatiable curiosity for natural energies such as flows of air and water. Therefore, Susumu 
has special feelings about this exhibition. When he was offered an exhibition in Chambord, he thought as if “Leonardo 
said that he would like to see your works.”

Yannick Mercoyrol, the director of cultural programs of Chambord, says, “When I saw Shingu’s works the first-time 
last year, I decided immediately to ask him to have an exhibition. His world should merge with the rich nature of the 
domaine of 
Chambord and overlap the utopia that Leonardo sought. Moreover Shingu added a new point of view as a Japanese.”

About 20 of mobiles with sails, that are exhibited outside, are of Wind Caravan, Shingu’s life work. These sculptures 
traveled around the natural landscapes in the world such as the steps in Mongolia and the frozen lake in Finland, and 
they felt the breath of the Earth. In the castle, he exhibits the first time the model of “Atelier Earth,” the project which 
he plans together with Hyogo Prefecture in Japan. It is a self-sufficient small community that overlaps with Leonardo’s 
dream to realize a hygienic and vibrant city by good irrigation. 

Shingu says smiling, “I feel encouraged by Leonardo to create something that I can leave in the world 500 years later. 
I would like to think that I cannot do alone with the help of younger generation.” The exhibition continues until March 
15th of 2020.
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